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Rina is fourteen years old. Her family moved to Los Angeles in August.
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Her new school life started in September.
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At school some students talked to her, but she didn’t understand their English well.
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She wanted to be friends with them, but she could not find the words to say that in English.
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She had many lonely days.
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One day, Rina said to her mother, “I have no friends here. I want to go back to Japan.

Her mother said, “I understand your feeling. You are having a hard time now, Rina.”
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Rina said,

“Some students talk to me, but I can’t find the words to speak in English.

My English is not very good. What should I do?”

Her mother said, “You don’t have to speak English well.

Just try to communicate with them. You may make mistakes, but don’t be afraid of that.”
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Rina said, “Okay. I’ll try.”
The next day, when Rina was walking to school, a girl said, “Good morning,” to her.

Rina said, “Good morning.” The girl said, “My name is Mary.

I know you are a new student from Japan. How do you like this school?”
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Rina remembered her mother’s words, and tried to talk to her in English.
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Her English was not very good, but Mary listened to her and understood.
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When they got to school, Mary said,

“You speak English well. I enjoyed talkmg with you.”
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Rina felt happy.
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Rina :

Rina :

Rina :

Mary

Rina :

: Oh, hi, Rina.

: Oh, yes!

: Thank you very much, Rina.

: Really?
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Good morning, Mary. Is this your notebook?

Yes, itis! Where did you find it?

In the school library. It was on a table by the window.

~DZEIC

I went to the library to study science yesterday.
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I need this notebook for today’s science class, so I was looking for it.
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I’m glad you found it.
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I wanted to call you yesterday, but I didn’t know your phone number.
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I’ tell you my phone number.

By the way, do you like jazz music?
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Yes, I do. 1 enjoy playing the piano on weekends.
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I love playing jazz and also listening to it.
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My brother’s band will have a concert this Saturday.
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He plays the guitar. I have a few tickets. Can you come?

That sounds great. [I’ll be free this Saturday. Thank you for telling me about it.
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What time will the concert start?

: Atthree. The hall is near our school, so we can walk there.
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. Then, shall we have lunch together on that day?

(=112 ~LEL&DND

We can go to the concert after lunch. I’ll visit you before noon.

: That will be great!
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