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My grandfather lives alone in a small village in Ehime. He is 72 years old.

He likes to grow various kinds of vegetables.
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I visit him with my father every summer and winter.

On August 2, my father and I went to Ehime.
When we arrived at my grandfather’s house, he was carrying a lot of vegetables in a big bag.
I said to him, “You have a lot of vegetables in the bag.”
He said, “These vegetables are for you, Akira. Eat them for lunch and dinner.
And the vegetables over there are for my friends.” I ate his vegetables for lunch.
They were very good.  After that [ walked along a ri}\lfler with my father.
I said to him, “Did you swim in this river when you were a child?”
He said, “Yes, 1 did. It was a lot of fun. This river was clean.
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I often came here and enjoyed swimming with my friends in summer.”
I said, “Do your friends still live in this village?”’
“Some live near here, but many of them left this village after they finished high school,
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like me,” he said.

The next day, when I was with my grandfather in his gaien, one of his friends, Mr.
Yasuda, came to see us with some eggs. .
We started talking. Mr. Yasuda was over 80 years old, but he looked young.
“You look young, Mr. Yasuda. What is your secret?”” | asked him.
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“Well, I eat your grandfather’s fresh vegetables every day,”
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he answered with a smile.

Then my grandfather said, “I am healthy because I eat a fresh egg like this every day.”
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They smiled at each other. Mr. Yasuda continued,

We can always enjoy beautiful nature.
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“Look at those mountains, rivers and flowers.

We help each other, and talk about many things together.

We are happy every day. I think these things are good for us.”

My grandfather said, “He’s right.
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I think it is a very sad thing.

We have beautiful nature, and a lot of kind people in our village.

I hope many young people will live here.

I believe living here is good for them, too.”
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I enjoyed my stay for a week. I did many things with my grandfather.

When we left the village, my grandfather gave me a big box.
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There were a lot of vegetables in it.

“Take them home,” he said with a smile, but he looked sad.
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I felt sad, too.
On the way home, I talked about my grandfather with my father.

I said, “He may be lonely. 1 hope he will live with us.”
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My father said, “I talked about it with him many times, but he says he really loves his village.

For him, living in Tokyo means that he has to leave his village.”
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These days a lot of old people live alone like my grandfather.
They may feel lonely.

I think this is a problem for all of us because everyone becomes old.
I

Young people leave small villages to live in big cities.
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