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Today I’'m going to tell you about my homestay experience in Ireland.
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Last summer, | went to Ireland to study English.

I stayed at Mr. and Mrs. O’Brien’s house for about four weeks.
ATSAIY (PAINSY RROME)

It was a sunny Saturday afternoon when | met my host mother, Mrs. O’Brien,
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at their house for the first time.

I was very nervous at that time because | thought my English wasn’t
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good enough.
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But she was very kind and friendly to me.
She talked a lot and asked me about my trip.

“Welcome to Ireland, Sayaka! How was your trip from Japan?

It took a long time, right? How many hours did it take? Fifteen hours?

Wow! You must be tired. Come and sit here.”

~[CHBHNEL)

It was a great English lesson.
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Then Mr. O’Brien and their daughter Jane came into the room.
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Mr. O’Brien spoke American English because he lived in the United
speak DB ~En5

States when he was young.
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So his English was easier for me.

However, Jane, my sixteen-year-old host sister, spoke English with a strong
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Irish accent.
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During the first week of my stay, | couldn’t understand her English.

But | soon got used to her English and we became good friends.
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Jane likes to read Japanese comics, so | showed her my favorite one
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and we talked about it.

We also went shopping and watched movies after school.

(She had no school, but I went to an English school in the morning.)
Sometimes | had dinner at a small restaurant with my host family, but usually
Mrs. O’Brien cooked our meals.

I enjoyed Irish food such as Irish stew and soda bread.
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One day, when | came home from school, | saw many balloons in
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the house.
Suddenly Jane and my friends came out and said, “Happy Birthday!”
Yes. It was my fourteenth birthday.
I was very surprised and | felt very happy.

| decided to cook Japanese food for my host family.
On the last Saturday of my stay in Ireland, | made a special dinner for them.
I cooked rice, miso soup, and nimono.

They liked Japanese food very much, especially miso soup.

On the last day, they came to the airport to see me off.
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I couldn’t stop crying because | thought they were like my own family.
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| felt really sad. However, Jane said, “Don’t worry, Sayaka.

I’ll go to Japan to see you next spring.” That will be great!

Now, I’m just waiting for the spring vacation.
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February 10
Dear Jane,
How’s everything?
Avre you doing all right in your Japanese class?
Guess what?

Today, | got some big news. ... My parents said YES!

When you come to Tokyo, you can stay with my family.
~DRICHETS
I’ll be your host sister this time.
You can use my brother’s room because he’s going to start[begin] his new life
~EDB
in Osaka.
See you soon in Tokyo!

Love, Sayaka
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