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Have you ever watched the movie Eye Contact?
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Last Sunday, I watched it with my friends from the soccer team.
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This is a documentary movie which shows the challenges of the women’s national deaf
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soccer team.

The team made their international debut at the 21st Summer Deaflympics in 2009.
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This movie was made by the director Nakamura Kazuhiko who also made some movies
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about the national soccer team.

The movie had a strong impact on me.
First, I didn’t know that there is such an international sports festival for deaf people.
I’ve never even heard of the word “Deaflympics” before.

I was surprised to see that deaf women play soccer just like we do.
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Making eye contact with each other is important for all soccer players.
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But the movie showed me that it is much more important for deaf players than for us
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because they can’t get any information from sound.
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In the movie, there is a moment without any sound.

So I could imagine how hard it is to play soccer as a deaf person.
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In addition, I learned about the everyday lives of deaf women.

The director Nakamura interviewed the players and their families with sign language
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which he learned to make this movie.
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He also went to their schools and their workplaces.
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They live around Japan, from Hyogo to Hokkaido, and gather to play in soccer camps.
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After I watched this movie, I became a great fan of the team.
They could win only one game in the 2009 Deaflympics.

I hope they can win a medal next time.
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