E-PLUS | 34 pp.110~111 EXREICF¥L P! 1 <X

Look at picture A.
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I think you have seen houses like this which have large black panels on their roofs.
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Do you know what the panels are? They are solar panels.
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They collect solar energy and make electricity for us.

This system which changes solar energy into electricity is called a solar power system.
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Now solar power systems are used in many other places, for example, stadiums, libraries, halls

and schools.
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The solar panels used for large buildings are much bigger.
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Look at picture B. Have you ever seen such a display?
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It shows how much electricity the solar power system is making now.
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It’s useful to make us interested in solar power.
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What do you know about solar power?

A solar power system is clean and economical.
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It doesn’t need to burn anything like oil or gas to make electricity.
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It needs only sunlight.  Once solar panels are put in, they need almost no money to make
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electricity because we can get sunlight for free.
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Also, when the solar power system makes i)grra electricity, it is bought by the power company.
Solar power is really wonderful but it haIs\alio some problems.

Solar panels are very expensive and h;{i\\/y.

So it’s not easy for us to put them on the roofs of our houses.

The biggest problem is sunlight.

A solar power system can’t make electricity without sunlight.

That means a solar power system can’t work during the night or on rainy days.
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So it’s difficult for us to live with only the electricity from a solar power system.
We have to use electricity from the power company too.

Now scientists are studying hard to solve these problems, and little by little, solar panels are
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getting smaller, lighter, and less expensive.
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The way to store extra electricity has been improved.
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Also, very small solar panels which we can easily carry have been developed.
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The solar power system will be more useful in a few years.

Around the world there are many countries which use more solar power than Japan.
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Solar energy is clean energy.

We Japanese should use solar energy more.
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