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Do you like zon?

Zoni, soup with rice cakes, is a special and traditional soup for New Year in Japan.
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People usually eat it on New Year’s Day. And it’s a local soup too.
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There are many kinds of zon/in Japan.
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I will tell you about two types of zoni.

Each area has its own type.

My grandfather is from Tokyo. In his hometown zonihas soy sauce flavor.
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People use square rice cakes, chicken and komatsuna for zoni.
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My grandmother is from Osaka. In her hometown zonihas shiro-miso flavor.

People use round rice cakes and some vegetables for making zoni.
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I can enjoy tasting two types of zon/every year. | like eating zonivery much.
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When we are enjoying New Year, my grandparents often tell us about their hometowns

and their memories.

Listening to their stories is very interesting.
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I think touching our own tradition is important for us.
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Last summer Kota stayed with his grandmother for two weeks.

Shelivesinasmall village. Thereisasmall vegetable garden near her house.
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She grows many kinds of vegetables there.

When Kota was staying at her house, he enjoyed helping her in her garden.
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Taking care of vegetables was new to him, and it was alot of fun.
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One morning when Kota and his grandmother were working in the garden,

she said to Kota, “Thisis my tomato.
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Takethisand try it.”

He answered, “Well, Grandma. | like taking care of vegetables but | don't
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like eating them.”
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Shesaid, “Yes. | know that. Butthisoneisspecial. Try tasting it!”
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He ate the tomato cautiously.
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“What adelicious tomato!  Why is this tomato so delicious?’ he cried.
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She answered, “Because | treat them with love.
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| think vegetables will be delicious when we take care of them with love.”
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Then she cooked a lot of vegetable dishes for him. They were also delicious.
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Now Kotais growing some vegetables at his house.

His vegetables will be delicious because he grows them with love.
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He likes eating vegetables.
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