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One Sunday morning Emma went to the next town by train to paint.
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She walked around the town and found a small, old temple.
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There were many cherry trees with beautiful blossoms on its grounds.
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She saw an old priest there. He looked as old as her grandfather.
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She spoke to him, “Excuse me.
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May | come onto the grounds to paint a picture of those blossoms?”
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He said, “Of course. Enjoy painting.”
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When Emma was painting, it suddenly started to rain.
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Then the priest appeared and said, “Please come in.

She felt cold.
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It’ll stop raining soon.”
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Eat this hot soup.”

He gave her vegetable soup and said, “Do you feel cold?
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“Thank you. Oh, the vegetables in this soup are very delicious!” Emma said.

He said, “They are organic vegetables.
This town is famous for organic vegetables.

They are more expensive than other vegetables but they are better for your body.
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They are worth buying.”
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She said, “I didn’t know that.

Where can | get them?”
“You can buy them at a farmers’ market near the station.”

When she was going back to the station, she found a farmers’ market.
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There were a lot of organic vegetables.  They all looked delicious.
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She bought some organic onions, carrots and other organic vegetables.

Emma carried them in a plastic bag. They were very heavy.
EZ-ILE
When she walked from the station to her home, the plastic bag broke.
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She thought, “Oh, no!

| can’t carry these vegetables to my home.”

Then an old woman spoke to her.  “How can | help you?
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Oh, you have to carry your vegetables, don’t you? Use this,” she said and took
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out a cloth from her bag.
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“How do you use it?” Emma asked.

“Like this,” she said and unfolded it. It became large.
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She put the vegetables on it and wrapped them well with it.
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“Oh, it looks like a bag,” Emma was surprised and said.
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“This is a furoshiki. It’s a traditional Japanese thing.

We use it to wrap different things,” the woman said.
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Emma said, “It’s a very useful cloth.”

The woman said, “Yes. | always bring one when | go out.
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But now young people don’t use furoshiki because they look old-fashioned.
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I’m a little sad.

Emma talked with the woman about traditional Japanese things while they were
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walking to Emma’s home. She enjoyed talking with her.
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After going back home, Emma thought, “Today | had a good time.

I had two good experiences.
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I’ll tell my grandparents about them.”
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A few days ago | visited the next town to paint pictures.
I found beautiful cherry trees at an old temple.
There was an old priest like you in the temple, grandfather.

He gave organic vegetable soup to me. It was very delicious.
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I learned organic vegetables are better for our bodies than other vegetables.

On that day | met an old woman too. She helped me when | was in trouble.

She showed me the way to wrap things with a furoshiki.
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We became good friends.

We talked a lot about traditional Japanese things.
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