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The Cherry Blossoms in Washington, D.C.
What is the most popular blossom in Japan? Maybe it’s the cherry blossom.
During the months of March and April, many Japanese people have parties under
cherry trees to enjoy the blossoms.
We call this hanami in Japanese.
Places which are famous for cherry blossoms become very crowded every year.
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However, not many Japanese know that Americans love this blossom, too.
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Have you ever heard of the National Cherry Blossom Festival in Washington, D.C.?

This festival was started to celebrate the gift of cherry trees from the city of Tokyo
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to Washington, D.C.

About one hundred years ago, some Americans made a trip to Japan and enjoyed
seeing cherry blossoms.
They thought that the blossoms were very beautiful, so they wanted to enjoy them in
their home country, too.

Eliza Scidmore was one of the Americans.
IUY - YREP
She got an idea to take the cherry trees back to the United States and to plant them
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in the Washington area.
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She wrote a letter to Helen Taft, wife of President William Taft.
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Helen Taft loved the idea of planting cherry trees and thanked Scidmore for her

suggestion.

A Japanese chemist, Takamine Jokichi, was in the United States at that time and
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heard about the plan to plant Japanese cherry trees.
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He wanted to build a bridge of friendship between the two countries,

so he did his best.
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The first gift of 2,000 trees arrived on January 6, 1910.
However, after three weeks, President Taft had to decide to burn these trees because

they were diseased.
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But no one gave up the plan.
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Takamine looked for a better place to grow the cherry trees and found it in Itami,
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Hyogo.
The village people in Itami tried hard to grow better cherry trees.
On March 26, 1912, 3,020 trees were carried to Washington, D.C.
1,800 of them were Somei-Yoshino, the others were Kwan-zan, Ichi-yo, Taki-nioi,
Fugenzo, Ari-ake, and other t}éggs.

In 1915, the United States gax\}e the gift of df(zgvi/?&d trees to the people of Japan
in return. )
Some of the trees are said to be still alive.
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The National Cherry Blossom Festival in Washington, D.C. began in 1935.
During the season of cherry blossoms, many people gather in Washington, D.C. to
welcome the coming of spring.
Now the festival starts on the last Saturday of March, and it lasts for about two
weeks.
People can enjoy the Iféllfaie, the Japanese Street Festival, bike tours of the area, and
SO on.
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