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My mother has used an old desk for a long time.  She always cares for it.
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One day | asked her, “Why is this old desk so important for you?”

She told me the story about the desk.
“| visited my grandmother in Finland about twenty-five years ago.
She is your great-grandmother.
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We often went shopping in the town.

During my stay, | had a good time with her.

There were a lot of furniture shops.
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I learned at that time that Finland is known for its furniture.
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When we were at a shop, | found a good desk. | loved it in a moment.

Then my grandmother bought it for me and sent it to Japan by Shlp
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Three months later the desk got to my house. | was happy. Soon the phone rang.
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I learned of my grandmother’s death. | was very sad because | loved her very much.
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But the desk has been with me.
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| haven’t visited Finland since then.
BRERTR @HEAE) TEX haven't=have not

It reminds me of my grandmother and Finland.”
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I said, “l see. I’'m interested in Finland now. Let’s visit Finland together someday.”
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She looked happy when she heard my words.
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I watched a TV program about the northern lights and the midnight sun in Finland.
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I’ve been interested in Finland since then.
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So I'll tell you about Finland today.

Look at the map. Can you find it on this map?

This is Finland. Finland is located in Northern Europe.

k3—0w/Y
Look at the graph.
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It shows the temperature in Tokyo and Helsinki, the capital of Finland, in each month.
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Helsinki is located in the south of Finland. But it is north of any city in Japan.
Aic

So it’s colder than Tokyo throughout the year.
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But it is cooler[colder] than May or October in Tokyo.

July is the hottest month in Helsinki.

It shows the time of sunrise and sunset.
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In summer the days continue for about 19 hours in Helsinki.

Look at the table.

In the northern areas of Finland the sun doesn’t set for about 70 days!
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The sun rises at about 7:00 in Tokyo.
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In Finland the time of sunrise is about 2.6 hours later than Tokyo.

But in winter the days are very short.

In the northern areas the sun doesn’t rise for about 50 days. It is like night all day.

This has been a part of people’s daily lives in Finland for a very long time.
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Finland is a very interesting country, isn’t it?

I want to know more about it and visit Helsinki. Thank you.
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